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SALINAS, CA:  
CASA of Monterey County:  Urgent Need for More Volunteers
Abused children in our community need you. CASA of Monterey County (Court Appointed Special Advocates) makes certain the needs of abused, neglected or abandoned children are being met, by providing comprehensive training to adults willing to become a volunteer advocate for abused and neglected children.  
CASA of Monterey County has reached an all-time high in the number of children to whom it has been appointed.  Appointments are made by the Judge of the Dependency Court.  CASA’s caseload is now the largest ever: 207 children; children living in our own neighborhoods who are victims of abuse, neglect, or abandonment.  Removed from the care of their parents, they now live in foster homes, group homes, or sometimes with a relative or friend. 
The need for more volunteer advocates has never been greater.  The Judges know the value of a CASA in a child’s life.  The program is actively seeking responsible adults – men, women, and bi-lingual people - to become volunteer advocates.  The next 30-hour training to become a volunteer advocate begins on April 17, 2007; screening and pre-training interviews are taking place throughout March and early April. 
This is the most practical way to make a positive change in the chaotic world from which the children come.  Currently, of the 207 children appointed to CASA, 110 are working with volunteer advocates while the remainder of the caseload is managed by staff.  The CASA advocate studies the history of the case, works collaboratively with social workers, lawyers, foster parents and the Judge, and makes sure the best interests of the child are being served in the system. Through careful screening, a comprehensive 30-hour training, and continued case support and supervision, CASA of Monterey County trains and supports volunteers, 21 year or older, to become that powerful voice for these children.
Imagine the loneliness of abuse and neglect.  Now imagine how much you could help by becoming a CASA advocate.  Call CASA of Monterey County at 831-455-6800 or toll free at 866-406-2272 or visit their website at www.casamonterey.org for additional information and details on upcoming Information Sessions.
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